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1. Accreditation by JACME
of Medical Schools in Japan



JACME established on 1 December 2015,
recognized by WFME on 18 March 2017
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Mission of JACME

The Japan Accreditation Council for Medical
Education (JACME) was formed to strengthen and
advance medical education, and to contribute to
public health, health care, welfare, and global health,
by assuring the quality of medical education in Japan
from an international standpoint.

To accomplish this mission, the organization is
designed to carry out an unbiased and proper
evaluation of medical educational programs in Japan,
on the basis of the schools’ founding principles and
the World Federation for Medical Education (WFME)
Global Standards for Quality Improvement of Medical
Education.
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WFME Global Standards used for Self-
Study and External Evaluation by JACME
 Area 1: Mission and Outcomes

 Area 2: Educational Program

 Area 3: Assessment of Students

 Area 4: Students

 Area 5: Academic Staff / Faculty

 Area 6: Educational Resources

 Area 7: Program Evaluation

 Area 8: Governance and Administration

 Area 9: Continuous Renewal

106 basic standards, 90 quality development
standards and 127 annotations
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The Evaluation and Accreditation Process
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Internal Evaluation

・Self-Evaluation by a school

External Evaluation

・Review of Self-Evaluation

・Site Visit

Report by Evaluation Team of 7 Certified Evaluators
Itemized Review of Each Standard

(met, partially met, unmet)
Comprehensive Review
Evaluation of Fulfillment of the Basic Standards and
Quality Development Standards

Evaluation Committee

Comprehensive Evaluation Division

Certification by the Executive Board

Appeals Review Committee



Self-Evaluation Report
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A. Information on the Basic Standards and Quality
Development Standards
Give details of the current status and provide supporting
materials to substantiate this
B. Analysis of the current status and self-evaluation against
the Basic Standards and Quality Development Standards

Include an analysis of the current status against the
standards based on the supporting materials and give details
of current strengths/characteristics and areas for
improvement
C ① ② Response to the current status and Plans for
improving quality
Include details of activities currently being conducted to
further improve on strengths/characteristics and activities
currently being conducted to address areas for
improvement. Give details of midterm action plans based on
strengths/ characteristics and areas for improvement.



Evaluation Report
 The report prepared by the site visit team is based on

the verification of the self-evaluation report and the
results of the site visit.

 The report consists of an itemized review of each
standard, a comprehensive review, and an evaluation
of fulfillment of the basic standards and quality
development standards: met, partially met or unmet.

 The Evaluation Committee oversees the report
prepared by the evaluation team.

 A draft of the report is sent to the medical school. The
school may appeal regarding the school’s concerns
about the report. The appeal is discussed by the
Appeals Review Committee which oversees the
process apart from the Evaluation Committee.

 The final report is then approved by the
Comprehensive Evaluation Division and certified by
the Executive Board. 9



Accreditation Decisions
 “Accredited”: A school that complies with the basic

standards is accredited. Valid for 7 years.
 “Conditionalｌｙ Accredited” : A school that fails to

fulfill the basic standards in substantial subareas is
conditionally accredited. Valid for 3 years.

 “Not-accredited”: A school with major flaws is
rejected.

 A medical school judged as conditionally accredited
or disqualified must address the problems and
undergo a full accreditation review process.

 The results of reviews are provided to schools so
that the schools can use them for self-directed
improvement and to the public through the JACME
website. Quality Assurance for the Public!!
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2. Quality Improvement of

Medical Education based on

the Accreditation by JACME



Medical Schools in Japan
 Number of medical schools: 82

All schools use a 6 year course under the

direction of the Ministry of Education.

National: 43

Public: 8

Private: 31

 Number of medical students per year: ~9,600

High school graduates: ~98%

(Local entry program: ~14%)

Postbaccalaureate program: ~2%

（32 schools）
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Number of Medical Schools accredited by
JACME as of February 1, 2025

 82 medical schools have undergone evaluation by
JACME by September 30, 2024.

Fully accredited 79 schools

Conditionally Accredited 3 schools

（1 school has been fully accredited following a

3 year reform of its medical educational program.）

Not-accredited 0

 18 medical schools have undergone a 2nd evaluation
by JACME by February 14, 2025.

Fully accredited 17 schools

Conditionally Accredited 1 schools
14



The Purpose of Accreditation
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The Assurance of Quality and the Improvement of
the Educational Programs in Each Medical School
・Promotion of good or outstanding points of
the educational program in the medical school
・・・・Disclosure of good points contributes to the

improvement of medical education in other
schools.

・ Reform of weak points
・・・・Recommendations or suggestions by JACME

evaluators are very useful to raise the level of
medical education not only in each school but
also all schools, thus contributing to the
enhancement of public health.



Weak points in Japanese medical schools

 Standards judged as “partially met” in many
medical schools:

・2.5 CLINICAL SCIENCES AND SKILLS

・3.1 ASSESSMENT METHODS

・3.2 RELATION BETWEEN ASSESSMENT AND

LEARNING

・6.2 STUDENT REPRESENTATION

・7.1 MECHANISMS FOR PROGRAMME

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

・7.2 TEACHER AND STUDENT FEEDBACK

・7.3 PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS AND

GRADUATES
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Wks The Terms of Clinical Training in
Medical Schools

（The Association of Japan Medical Colleges, 2023）

Mean: 68.7 weeks

national public private school



Plan

Curriculum

Planning

Committee

Do

Program
Management
Committee

Check
Program

Evaluation
Committee

Act

Program
Management
Committee

Program
Evaluation

I R



3. Quality Assurance of

Accreditation by JACME



Quality Assurance of JACME
1. WFME Recognition

・Recognition status renewal

in 2026

・Annual monitoring reports

（Mid-term review and evaluation for the renewal）

2. Internal Qualification based on ISGs

External review using the

International Standards and Guidelines for

Quality Assurance in Tertiary Education （ISGs）

by the International Network of Quality

Assurance in Higher Education （INQAAHE）.
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The structure of the 2022 ISGs
 Section 1: Baseline standards that relate to all

quality assurance providers and accreditors
regardless of their specific field of operations.

 − Module 1: Baseline Standards 

 External quality assurance provider

 Tertiary education providers and the external
quality assurance provider

 EQAP’s review of tertiary education providers

 Internationalization and external relations

 Stakeholder engagement

 Integrity, transparency and disclosure
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Internal Qualification based on 2022 ISGs

 Internal evaluation by the internal review
committee of JACME

・produce the self-evaluation report based on the

2022 ISGs

 External evaluation by the representatives from 3
institutional accreditation bodies, pharmacological
accreditation body and mass communication
media

・review the self-evaluation report

・evaluate the validity of the self-evaluation
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Comments by external evaluators
 Strength:

The method, procedure and decision of the

accreditation by JACME are quite fair.

International interaction between Asian,

American and European medical accreditation

bodies is useful to improve medical education

based on the global standards.

 Suggestion for further improvement:

To reduce the burden imposed on medical schools

and evaluators, the evaluation method may be

regularly reviewed and improved.

Strengthening the organization is desired to

process accreditation more smoothly.
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4. Impact of Accreditation

by JACME



Strongly
agree
50%Agree

38%

Neutral 8%

Disagree a little
2%

No answer
2%

Q: Is the accreditation by JACME effective
to improve and promote medical
education in Japan? ---------answered by 52
medical schools

AJMC 2020



Feedback from Medical Schools that
underwent accreditation by JACME

 Earning accreditation by the JACME is very useful
to reflect upon and improve education of the
medical school, even though it may be a difficult
endeavor.

 Advice and suggestions by evaluators are
effective to promote the innovation or reform of
the educational system, which is sometimes
difficult to be done solely by the faculty and/or
staffs of the medical school. Pressure from
outside could be strong.

 The accreditation system is actually effective to
enhance quality assurance and improvement of
medical education.
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Conclusion and Summary
 JACME has been established to conduct the medical

education accreditation system which conforms to
global standards.

 The aim of JACME is to contribute to the quality
assurance for the improvement of medical education
to protect and enhance public health.

 Quality of the accreditation system of JACME is
assured through the recognition by WFME and the
external evaluation based on 2022 ISGs by
INQAAHE.

 The feedback from medical schools that underwent
accreditation by JACME is positive.

 The accreditation is effective to the advancement of
medical education from a global standpoint.
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