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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to review student learning outcomes assessment
programs of a dozen selected public research universities in the U.S. Major
findings, including assessment principles and practices, are summarized in this
paper. They offer excellent assessment models for any higher education systems
that plan to use learning outcome assessment as a mechanism for assuring quality

of college education and improving instructional programs.
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*This article is a modified version of a speech given at the 2010 HEEACT International Conference, “Learning,
Teaching and Research in Global Times: Quality Assurance, Development of World-Class Universities and
Promotion of Excellent Higher Education Systems” on June 4, 2010 in Taipei City, Taiwan. While there are a
few additions and minor editorial changes, the main view points remain the same.
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